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First of all a Happy New Year
to you all. |
just as pleased as | am that
the excesses of Christmas are
over and we can now get
back to normal life without
eating turkey. It
seem like a year since | was

putting the first newsletter

together and here | am doing

it all again in 2013.

om

As is normal at this time of
year it has been quiet at
Wickenby, it is a cold & deso-
late place during the winter,
days of fog, cold winds, ice &
snow and of course rain,
whatever happened to the
drought? Just spare a thought
for the ground crews who
were working out in the dis-
persals in such conditions
getting the planes ready for
operations. We hear a lot
about the air crews but

very little about those on
theugroend. i @give you e
some idea of the numbers
involved, in February 1944
the Station Operations
Record Book records that
1,6®persomrieltwere sta-
tioned at RAF Wickenby,
only 392 of these were air
crew. The others which
included both men &
women were wireless op-
erators, meteorologists,
armourers, aircraft me-
chanics, transport drivers,
cooks & parachute pack-
ers, just to name a few.

| have been occupied over
the last few months with
many enquiries regarding
Wickenby crews, and we
have had a number of
family members visiting to
see where their loved ones
were stationed.

Also keeping me busy are the
daily updates. If you have not
already discovered these, |

give a daily update taken di-
rectly from the
Operations Record Books on
what was happening at Wick-
enby on this day during WW2.
We are just starting 1944.
Check these out on our Face-
book page fAFrie
Wi ckenby Memor.i
& Twitter @#@Wic
seumdo. Alternat
ifiTweetso can be
Website Home page.

| hope you enjoy this latest
edition, and if you know of
anyone who would like to re-
ceive a copy by email, if you
have any comments or if you
would like to submit an article
for inclusion please let me
know. Contact details are on
the back page.
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Remembrance Sunday

officiating.

pl aced
dup.

on

attended the service with the Rev lan Partridge

Afterwards a small group went on to Holton cum
Beckering church yard where poppies were

the graves of

We were very lucky to have a dry & bright
day for the Annual Service of Remem-
brance which was held on 11 November at
the Icarus Memorial. Around sixty people

Pilot F/Sgt JB Lindup from New Zealand & Navi-
gator F/Sgt E Salmers from Canada were killed

in 12 Squadron Lancaster W4374 PH -D during a
training flight. They crashed into Apley Woods

just three miles from Wickenby on 17 June

1943. Also killed on that flight were Flight Engi-

neer Sgt JG Lewis & Wireless Operator Sgt E

Lax.
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Albert Canal Bridges

d 12 May 1940

12 Squadron Fairey Battle

Prior to WW2 there was an agreement
between the UK & France that the light
bomber force of the RAF would move
to French bases in the event that war
broke out, from where it could operate
against Nazi Germany. For this reason
on 24 August 1939 the RAF Advanced
Air Striking Force (AASF) was formed.
The force consisted of 8 Squadrons of
Fairey Battles, 2 of Bristol Blenheims &
2 of Hawker Hurricanes; a further
Squadron of Hurricanes was at the
ready if needed. As part of the AASF,
12 Squadron left RAF Bicester at 14.15
hrs arriving at Berry  -au-Bac near to
Reims in France at 16.45 hrs on 2nd
September 1939, the day before war
was declared.

At that time the Squadron was
equipped with the Fairey Battle, a
single -engine bomber with a crew of
3, Pilot, Navigator & Gunner seated in
tandem. Although the Battle was a
great improvement on earlier aircraft,
by the time it saw action it was con-
sidered slow compared to other planes
of its era and was highly vulnerable to
anti -aircraft fire & fighters as it had
only one defensive machine gun.

In December 1939 the Squadron was
moved from Berry -au-Bac to the new
aerodrome at Amifontaine in the
Picardie region.

The German invasion of Holland, Bel-
gium & Luxembourg started in the
early hours of 10 May 1940 and at
16.45 hours that day operations were
ordered to bomb a column on the road
between Luxemburg, Junglister &
Echternach. Three 12 Squadron air-
craft failed to return from that opera-
tion and a fourth was badly damaged
but managed to return to base.

0 P2332PH -

Two days later, 12
May 1940, the Opera-
tion Order called for
six volunteer crews to
bomb two road

B bridges over the Al-

8l bert Canal at Veld-
wezelt & Vroenhoven
near Maastricht.
These two bridges

| had fallen into Ger-
&5 man hands on 10
May and had to be
destroyed at all cost;
12 Squadron was chosen for the task.
There were to be two flights each of
three aircraft, under the leadership of

F/O NM Thomas & F/O DE Garland, but
one of the six crews failed to take off
after having problems with two differ-

ent aircraft.

F/O Thomas & P/O TDH Davy, attack-
ing the bridge at Vroenhoven, decided
on a high level diving attack, creating
huge craters when they dropped their
bombs & damaging the concrete struc-
ture. F/ O Thomas?®é
was hit by flak and finished off by
fighters, F/O Thomas & his crew Sgt
BTB Carey & Cpl CTS Campion were all
taken POW. P/O Davy in L5241 PH -G
was attacked and damaged by a Ger-
man fighter. He ordered his crew to

bail out while attempting to fly the

plane back to base, but he was forced

to land at St Germaincourt. P/O Davy &
his observer Sgt GD Mansel managed

to return to base, but the gunner LAC

GN Patterson was taken POW.

team, attacking
the Veldwezelt
bridge, went in
at low level be-
neath the cloud.
P/O IA Mclintosh
in L5439 PH -N
failed to hit the
target and was
shot down in
flames, he and
his crew Sgt
NTW Harper &
LAC RP
MacNaughton were taken POW. Sgt F
Marland in L5227 PH -J was also hit by
flak and was last seen climbing out of
control before stalling and diving into

the ground, he and his crew Sgt KD
Footner & LAC JL Perrin were all killed.

F/O DE Garland VC

akFr

F/ O Garl anf®wi gat ed

Available evidence suggests that it was
F/ O Garl andds pl-Kthae
successfully dropped his bombs on the
target, blowing up the bridge. He and

his crew Sgt T Gray & LAC LR Reynolds
were all killed when their plane too was
hit by flak.

P/O Garland & Sgt
Gray were both
posthumously
awarded the Vic-
toria Cross, they
were the first RAF
recipients of the
award in WW2. In
an announcement
in the London
Gazette on 11
June 1940 the
citation reads:

Sgt T Gray VC

AThe King has been
to confer the Victoria Cross on the un-
der mentioned officer & non -
commissioned officer in recognition of
most conspicuous bravery:

FroDbnkld FRIRa3dSGarlafif& Sgt Tho-

mas Gray.

F/O Officer Garland was the pilot & Sgt
Gray was the observer of the leading
aircraft of a formation of five aircraft
that attacked a bridge over the Albert
Canal which had not been destroyed
and was allowing the enemy to advance
into Belgium ... Much of the success of
this vital operation must be attributed
to the formation leader, F/O Garland
and to the coolness & resource of Sgt
Gray, who in most difficult conditions

a manner that the whole formation was
able successfully to attack the target in
spite of subsequent

LAC Reynolds received no award as
was not in a
Over the years and still today attempts
have been made to
valour recognised. On 11 November
each year a group of men make a pil-
grimage to Holland to lay a wreath of
remembrance on his final resting place.
Over seven decades have gone by and
recognition is still being
sought.

F/ O Garl andds

decision

have
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A few of our Visitors

A group of veterans from New Zealand with their friends & families were
in the UK in September to visit the Bomber Command Memorial in Lon-
don. They also visited sites in Lincolnshire including Wickenby where
they laid a wreath on the Icarus Memorial.

Veteran Ken Calton visited Wickenby with his
family in October. Ken was the Flight Engineer
on ED820 PH -O during his time with 12 Squad-
ron in April & May 1943, after which he left
Wickenby to join the Pathfinder Force.

New Publications

On the 14 & 15 October 1944 RAF Bomber Command unleashed one

BOMBER COMMAR (ol of the Second World Wardéds most devastating
OPERATIO N 5 ing the German Industrial City of Duisburg. Known as Operation

Hurricane, Bomber Commanddés maxi mum effort
H U R R | C A N E 0 mately 1,000 four -engine heavy bombers on each attack.
LHE SHORVORTHDSE WO Fogy This is the story of Operation Hurricane from RAF Bomber Com-
FOUGHT AND FAILED TO RETURN . )
ON 14 ANDEEE O CTORER. | 942 mando6s perspective, and that of the numerou

MARC HALL = i fought, & failed to return. Each of the aircraft lost has been investi-

gated in depth; the lives of the crews, the circumstances of their
loss, and the identification of the airmen & their respective crash
sites.

BOMBER COMMAND OPERATION HURRICANE
by Marc Hall

RRP 8 £19.95 (Hardback)
ISBN 8 978 -0-9571163 -3-7

Published 8 5 May 2013 by Fighting High Ltd
fightinghighltd@btinternet.com, www.fightinghigh.com
+44 (0) 19462 734732

Did you know?

code name
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Obituaries

Arthur Alan Coslett Long

Squadron in Jamaica. He had some interesting

Archive.

Gordon Arthur Farrance

Gordon Farrance was born on 28 September 1920 in Kent and lived in Paignton Devon. He
was a member of 12 Squadron from 1941 to 1946 as an electrician. Gordon was one of the
first men to be posted to Wickenby as part of the advance party from Binbrook in September
1942. According to one of his RAF pals he was the only person who knew how to operate the
station cinema and for this reason was never posted out.

As a civilian Gordon was a TV & Radio Engineer, and a member of RAFA and the Vintage
Wireless Society, he was also a member of the Wickenby Register attending most of the reun-
ion dinners & memorial services, including the last reunion in 2011.

Gordon was a Dad & Grandad and sadly passed away in hospital on 25 October 2012 aged
92.

William (Bill) Melville Ogle

Professional Golfers Association.

Bill had 5 children, 13 grandchildren & 9 great
marriage to his wife Evelyn in November.

98.

Gerry OO6Donovan

by Rob Glover

A loyal supporter over many years of the Wickenby Register, his friendly Welsh voice was
part of the atmosphere when the members gathered for their annual reunions. In those very
dangerous years from 1943 to 1944 Alan served as a Flight Engineer on 626 Squadron. He
had nearly completed a full tour when his aircraft crashed in which he received injuries and
was grounded. Recovering but fed up with admin jobs he pestered the medics for clearance
to fly again and was granted restricted height clearance and a posting to a Sunderland
tales of his time there including singing Noel
Coward songs with Edward, Prince of Wales. He finished the war as a Warrant Officer and
returned to his home town of Abergavenny where he served as a Town Councillor, member

of the Tourist Committee, Chamber of Trade and a Rotarian. He was a successful Antique

Dealer which was no surprise really as he could charm the birds out of the trees. Alan was

great company and he will be long remembered by his fellow Register members, not least

for his after -dinner singing. His parting action was a bequest to the upkeep of the Wickenby

Bill Ogle was born in Renton, Scotland on 14 January 1914 and emigrated to Canada in 1925.
He was a golfer and turned professional at 18. His golfing career was cut short when he joined
the RCAF in 1941 as a Navigator and completed a full tour of 30 operations with 12 Squadron
between November 1944 & April 1945, he was awarded the DFC. After WW2 he returned to Can-
ada and resumed his golfing career becoming the longest continuous member of the Canadian

Sadly Bill passed away at his home in West Hill, Toronto, Canada on 13 November 2012 aged

-grandchildren and had celebrated 65 years of

h

Gerry Ob6Donovan, born 21 March 1921 was a pilot wilth 12 Squadro
before transferring to the Pathfinder Force staying with the RAF until 1961. When he left the

RAF he worked in finance finally retiring in 1986. Gerry married his wife Margaret in 1946 and

they had two sons.

Gerry passed away on 20 November 2012 aged 91.
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